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RIVERSTATION NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN

PART I: DEFINING THE VISION

The vision for the Riverstation neighborhood &%
involves the creation of a revitalized, mixed use, in-town
neighborhood that serves as a vital link between two
significant national register historic districts (New Bern’s
Downtown Historic District and Riverside Historic
District). The neighborhood will rely on its rich industrial
heritage and riverfront location to define its unique
character. Planning tools, such as, historic preservation,
urban design, and traditional neighborhood planning which places a special emphasis on
creating a pedestrian-oriented environment are the principal vehickes for revitalization of
this important neighborhood. The following is a list of key components that collectively
will create synergy for future sustainability of Riverstation.

¢ Union Station and the surrounding freight yard provide a unique
opportunity for expanded office, commercial and light industria
uses. The vision for this area is development of rehabilitated and
newly designed buildings creating the flavor of a turn of the century
railroad complex, but functioning as a modern day office complex
or small scale industrial park.

L " Rehabilitation of other important landmarks, including Historic
African American landmarks, will raise awareness of the rich unique
cultural and racial diversity of Riverstation.

¢ New in-fill residential construction that borrows from existing
architectural styles, emphasizing one and two story buildings,
fronting the street, connected by sidewalks, side and rear parking,
will provide the re-establishment of essential traditional
neighborhood components and create a sense of place.

¢ Community parks, open spaces, and an organized network of
pedestrian pathways can be important features that enhance the
quality of life for the residents. New and repaired sidewalks offer
increased pedestrian safety and access to local businesses and jobs.
A riverfront promenade extending from Queen Street to and
including the Maola Milk Company property will provide
pedestrian access to nearly one mile of the Neuse River shoreline.

L4 Other pockets of potential redevelopment and investment include
the 900 and 1000 blocks of George Street. This area has the



