




Frequently Asked Questions

ÅWhy is my electric bill so high?

ÅWhere do we get our power from?

ÅWho is ElectriCities?  What is NCEMPA?

ÅHow much higher is the City of New Bern electric rate 
compared to Progress Energy or Carteret Craven Co-Op?

ÅWhy are we in the electric business?

ÅWhere does the money from the electric bills go?

ÅCan we get out of the contracts with the Power Agency?

ÅWhat is the City doing to help people lower their bills?



Why is my electric bill so high?
High Energy Consumption = High Electric Bill

·North Carolina recently experienced the longest cold 
period that has occurred in 30 years.

·-ÏÓÔ ÃÕÓÔÏÍÅÒÓȭ ÅÎÅÒÇÙ ÕÓÁÇÅ ÄÏÕÂÌÅÄ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ 
period.

·Progress Energy and Duke Power reached new 
winter peak and record consumption.

·The City of New Bern Electric System had the second 
highest peak energy usage month in its entire history .  
In addition, it was the highest energy usage for a 
winter month ever!
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Debt
·In 1981 the City of New Bern and

31 other cities joined together to purchase a 
portion of four power plants.
·The City of New Bern currently owes 

$155,455,084 for those plants.
·36% of the power supply costs goes directly 

to pay for this debt.



Where do we get our power?

All power comes from the North Carolina Eastern 
Municipal Power Agency (NCEMPA).

In 1981 New Bern entered into the initial Project Sales 
Agreement with NCEMPA to purchase a percentage of four 
power plants: Harris Nuclear Plant, Brunswick Nuclear 
Plant, Mayo Coal Plant, and Roxboro Coal Plant.  New Bern 
also entered into the Supplemental Power Sales Agreement 
with NCEMPA in 1981 for all power needs above the output 
of the power plant ownership.  New Bern first received 
power from its ownership in NCEMPA in April of 1982.



Who is ElectriCities?  What is NCEMPA?
·ElectriCities is the management group for the two municipal 

power agencies in North Carolina ɀNCMPA1 and NCEMPA.
North Carolina Municipal Power  Agency 1 (NCMPA1) and North 
Carolina Eastern Municipal Power Agency (NCEMPA.)

·NCEMPA is a group of 32 cities in Eastern North Carolina that 
joined together to purchase a percentage of four power plants 
and wholesale power to serve their customers.  

·New Bern is a member of NCEMPA.  The NCEMPA Board of 
Commissioners governs the power agency.  New Bern has three 
commissioners on that  BoardɂMayor  Bettis, Alderman Bucher, 
and Jon Rynne.



How much higher is the City of New Bern Residential Electric Rate 
compared to Progress Energy?

· New Bern  Residential Rate No Energy Efficiency Discount - No Load 
Management (LM)

· Average Cost 14.7 ¢/kWh  

· New Bern  Residential Rate  Energy Efficiency Discount - Load Management  

· Average Cost 13.2 ¢/kWh 

· New Bern Residential Rate  Energy Efficient Discount 100% Load  
Management 

· Average Cost 12.2 ¢/kWh 

· Carteret -Craven Co-Op

· Average Cost 12.2 ¢/kWh 

· Progress Energy Residential Rate

· Average Cost 10.6 ¢/kWh

· Progress Energy Residential Rate Energy Efficiency Discount  w/LM

· Average Cost 10.1 ¢/kWh


