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NEW BERN BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
MINUTES

July 27th, 2015

The New Bern Board of Adjustment held a work session on Monday, July 27, 2015 at 5:30 pm in
the Development Services conference room located on 303 First Street.

Members Present: Ms. Sarah Afflerbach — Chair
Ms. Beth Walker — Vice-Chair
Mr. Benjamin Beasley
Mr. Kenneth Brown
Mr. Jeftrey Midgette
Mr. John Murrell
Mr. Richard Parsons
Mr. John Riggs

Members Excused: Mr. Peter Adolph
Mr. PJ Walker

Members Absent: Ms. Lois Jamison
Mr. Alfred Barfield

Staff Present: Mr. Greg McCoy, Land & Community Development Administrator
Mr. Bradleigh Sceviour, Planner
Mr. Scott Davis, City Attorney

Chair Sarah Afflerbach called the meeting to order.
Roll call was taken.

New Business:
1. Rules and Procedures-Special Use Permits (SUP), Variances, and Appeals.

Staff Comments: Mr. Scott Davis, City Attorney presented and discussed the rules and

procedures of Special Use Permits, Variances and Appeals. He explained the legalities of a

Variance request and that there are specific legal criteria for granting one and gave examples of

the most common Variance request. He went over the difficult process of a Special Use Permit

application request. The Board of Adjustment shall issue a special use permit upon finding that:
1) The requested permit is within its jurisdiction according to the table of permissible uses:
2) The application is complete;
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3) If completed as proposed in the application, the development will comply with all of the
requirements of this ordinance;
4) The use will not materially endanger the public health or safety if located where proposed
and developed according to the plan as submitted and approved;
5) The use will not substantially reduce the value of adjoining or abutting property, or that
the use is a public necessity; and
6) The location and character of the use, if developed according to the plan submitted and
approved, will be in harmony with the area in which it is to be located and in general
conformity with the plan of development of the city.
Mr. Davis suggested that the Board hear evidence from the Applicant one requirement at a time
and the offer anyone wanting to offer contrary evidence to that requirement an opportunity to do
so. Additionally, each side may ask questions of the other regarding the evidence presented. He
also recommended that the Board hear all of the evidence for each of the six requirements before
voting on each requirement.
The Board may attach reasonable conditions to the permit should it approve the permit. Code
Section 15-58.
If the Board finds that the requirements have not been met, the Board shall state specifically
upon which facts it has relied in making that decision. Code section 15-5(g)(3).

2. Presentation on receiving and using Board of Adjustment agenda items in electronic
format via email & Dropbox.

Staff Comments: Staff Bradleigh Sceviour, Planner presented the Board with a power point
presentation on the use of electronic formats for receiving Board of Adjustment meeting agenda
packets, such as email and Dropbox. He explained that it is a shared folder that is stored online
and is accessible from any computer or device with an internet connection and that it is free.
Once registered on Dropbox.com, Board members can install the application and have access to
the Agenda packets prior to each meeting in electronic format.

With no further discussion, meeting adjourned. The next regularly scheduled meeting is on
Monday, August 31, 2015 at 5:30 pm in the City Hall Courtroom, 2nd floor, 300 Pollock Street.
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Beth Walker, Vice-Chair Greg MCCWr\
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