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Approved Minutes of the
New Bern Historic Preservation Commission
May 15,2013

The New Bern Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) held a regular meeting on Wednesday,
May 15, 2013, in the second floor courtroom of City Hall, 300 Pollock Street.

Members Present: Nancy Gray Tim Thompson, Vice Chair
Tripp Eure Richard Parsons
Peter Adolph David Griffith

Rich Frye, Chair
Members Excused (E)/Absent (A): Mickey Miller

Staff Present: Kevin Robinson, AICP, City Planner
Leigh Anne Friesen, AICP, Volunteer

The meeting was opened and roll call was taken. A quorum was present. Witnesses were sworn
in. April minutes will be voted on at the next meeting.

Witnesses sworn: Nancy Hollows, Stevie Bennett, Paul Gauthier, Johnny Clark, Christine
Mele, Reg Poteat, Hugh Howard, and Tom Causey.

New Business

1. Review proposed major exterior alterations to 1013 N Craven St. (Hugh Howard) to
include replacement of existing metal roof with asphalt shingles and recreation of
chimneys.

Staff Comments: Staff Kevin Robinson described the project. Later he reviewed the Staff
Recommendations.

Applicant Comments: Applicant/Owner Hugh Howard of 107 Dobbs Spaight Road described
the project.

Public Comments: Stevie Bennett, 1312 National Avenue, noted that there are outstanding
issues of non-compliance with this property including windows and incorrect doors, dating back
to at least 2010.

Discussion by the Commission: Commissioner Thompson recused himself because he had
received a letter about the project beforehand. The Commissioners concluded the application
was complete. They discussed issues including the incongruousness of a partially installed back
porch/stoop with a broken railing, the need for conditions involving the chimneys (including
verification of brick), the nature of the chimney material and wood flashing, the sufficiency of
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the roofing information, and how the proposed roofing project might effect existing incongruous
elements,

Finding(s) of Fact: Commissioner Parsons moved to find the application congruous with the
Historic Preservation Guidelines, citing Section 15-427 Certificate of Appropriateness required;
Section 15-429 Review Criteria, citing the following guidelines: “Roofs”, pages 17-19,
guideline(s)#6, 8; and “Wood Walls, Trim and Ornamentation, “pages 21-25, guideline(s)#1-3,
9. The motion was seconded by Peter Adolph. Upon a roll call, all Commissioners except
Commissioner Gray voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed.

Statement(s) of Reason: (1) Replacement roofing materials are congruous with the district and
follow historic district guidelines; (2) Synthetic siding, such as PVC, in not a congruous
replacement for wood on contributing structures and should not be used to replace another
incongruous material; and (3) Detailed in the registry, historic chimneys located to the rear of
this building have since been removed. While the applicant has indicated his intent to rebuild
chimneys, there is no information provided in the application to indicate the materials or
dimensions of the proposed rebuilt chimneys.

Condition(s):

* Rebuilt chimneys should have the same horizontal dimension as historic chimneys as
indicated under the roof

e Elements should be raised high enough to meet building code;

e Any trim must be wood;

e Staff shall review proposed brick material.

Motion: Commissioner Eure moved to issue the COA, seconded by Commissioner Adolph. All
Commissioners voted in favor of the motion, except Commissioner Gray. Motion passed.

2. Review proposed major exterior alterations to 406 Ave. A (Tom Causey) to include
installation of screened porch in the tertiary portion of property.

Staff Comments: Staff Kevin Robinson described the project. Later he reviewed the Staff
Recommendations.

Applicant Comments: Applicant/Owner Tom Causey of 406 Avenue A, added the requested
information and described his plans.

Public Comments: Stevie Bennett, 1312 National Avenue, believes the back porch roof should
be metal for congruousness. Nancy Hollows, 4438 Rivershore Drive, wants confirmation that an
internal railing is not needed for the porch.
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Discussion by the Commission: The Commissioners concluded the application was complete.
They discussed issues including whether or not the louvered window in the top of the porch has a
function, the confirmation of foundation detail, and the most congruous width of the brick piers.

Finding(s) of Fact: Commissioner Parsons moved to find the application congruous with the
Historic Preservation Guidelines, citing Section 15-427 Certificate of Appropriateness required;
Section 15-429 Review Criteria, citing the following guidelines: “Foundation”, pages 31-33,
guideline(s)#7; “Residential New Construction Details”, pages 70, guideline(s)#2; “Exterior
Entrances and Porches”, pages 34-37, guideline(s)#6, 7, 13; “Additions to Historic Buildings”,
pages 73-74, guideline(s)#1-10; and “Roofs”, pages 17-19, guideline(s)#6. Commissioner
Griffith seconded. All Commissioners voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed.

Statement(s) of Reason: The proposed alterations are congruous with guidelines and those
within the District.

Condition(s): Width between the proposed brick piers shall be no narrower than 1.5-2.5 brick
pilasters between piers.

Motion: Commissioner Griffith moved to issue the COA, seconded by Commissioner Adolph.
All Commissioners voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed.

3. Review proposed major exterior alterations to 511 Metcalf Street (Lorelei Schaffhausen)
to include removal of block chimney and replace/patch with existing roof/facade materials.

Staff Comments: Staff Kevin Robinson briefed the project, introducing Nancy Hollows as the
representative of the applicant. Later he reviewed the Staff Recommendations.

Applicant Comments: Representative Nancy Hollows (for Applicant Lorelei Schaffhausen)
presented and described the project.

Public Comments: NONE

Discussion by the Commission: The Commissioners concluded the application was complete.
They discussed issues including the fact that the chimney is not historic fabric and that the use of
incongruous material is not encouraged, but acceptable when used as replacement-in-kind.

Finding(s) of Fact: Commissioner Eure moved to find the application congruous with the
Historic Preservation Guidelines, citing Section 15-427 Certificate of Appropriateness required;
Section 15-429 Review Criteria, citing the following guidelines: “Roofs”, pages 17-20,
guideline(s)#1, 5, 6. Commissioner Adolph seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

Statement(s) of Reason: (1) Age of block chimney is unknown, but was not listed as historic on
registry; (2) Chimney is stated as source of leaking and interior damage and will save other
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historic fabric; and (3) Roof is of an incongruous material, however it is pre-existing and
patching after removal will be in-kind and located in the tertiary portion of the home.

Condition(s): NONE

Motion: Commissioner Parsons moved to issue the COA, seconded by Commissioner Adolph.
All Commissioners voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed.

4. Review proposed major exterior alterations to 238 Middle Street (Christine Mele) to
include replacement of window trim and other facade details with a different material.

Staff Comments: Staff Kevin Robinson reviewed and briefed the project. Later he reviewed
the Staff Recommendations.

Applicant Comments: Applicant Christine Mele, 238 Middle Street, described the trim
replacement. Said the PVC would be milled onsite.

Public Comments: Nancy Hollows, 4438 Rivershore Drive, asked why PVC would be allowed
on the building now, assuming it wasn’t originally put on the building for a reason. She stated
she would prefer a wood replacement.

Discussion by the Commission: The Commissioners concluded the application was complete.
They discussed issues including the need to find the interior source of leaks, especially for the
balconies, the use of artificial materials with respect to new construction, and the relevancy of
p60-61 “Use of materials”, guideline #4.

Finding(s) of Fact: Commissioner Thompson moved to find the application congruous with the
Historic Preservation Guidelines, citing Section 15-427 Certificate of Appropriateness required;
Section 15-429 Review Criteria, citing the following guidelines: “Residential New
Construction”, pages 68-69, guideline(s)#1, 3, 4; and “Commercial New Construction”, pages
60-61, guideline(s)#1, 3, 4. Commissioner Parsons seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

Statement(s) of Reason: (1) The property is mixed use with both residential and commercial
tenants. It is new construction and non-contributing; (2) the proposed materials and alterations
are congruous with guidelines and within the District; and (3) Use of artificial materials is
allowed in limited applications.

Condition(s): NONE

Motion: Commissioner Eure moved to issue the COA, seconded by Commissioner Adolph. All
Commissioners voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed.

Old Business
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171 1. Review proposed change to previously approved CoA for dumpster enclosure at

172 Comfort Suites.

173

174 Staff Comments: Staff Kevin Robinson reviewed and briefed the project.

175

176 ~ Applicant Comments: Applicant Reg Poteat discussed the proposed project. He noted that the
177 dumpster needs to move more toward the back of the property and that he will provide a concrete
178  pad for trucks to access the dumpsters more easily.

179

180 Public Comments: Nancy Hollows, 4438 Rivershore Drive, asked about the nature of the silver
181  ftrailers in the parking lot.

182

183  Discussion by the Commission: The Commissioners concluded the application was

184  incomplete. They discussed issues including the new location of the dumpsters and concrete
185  pad, the scale of the drawing submitted the need for congruous drawings as well as the need for
186 more specificity with respect to the concrete pad, driveway, parking lot access, landscaping and
187  materials.

188

189  Motion: Commissioner Parsons moved to find the application incomplete, seconded by

190 Commissioner Adolph. All Commissioners voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed.

191

192 Other business

193 1. Chief Building Inspector (CBI) updates regarding Hotel Albert ongoing work and the
194 removal of Elks Building and 1411 National Avenue off the Demolition by Neglect list.
195 2. Prevention of Demolition by Neglect report by CBI Johnny Clark

196 a. 403 Queen Street: got a new roof

197 b. 221 Craven Street (Gussman’s Cleaners): HPC to submit complaint forms to
198 initiate Demolition by Neglect enforcement procedures

199 & 321 Ave C (Maola House): HPC to submit complaint forms to initiate

200 Demolition by Neglect enforcement procedures

201 d. 1118 North Craven (Sadler Store): HPC to submit complaint forms to initiate
202 Demolition by Neglect enforcement procedures (Both Commissioners

203 Thompson and Parson disclosed they are on the owner’s Board — New Bern
204 Preservation Foundation)

205 g, Old County Health Building beside New Bern Historical Society Attmore-
206 Oliver House offices: being looked into

207 3. Minor Works approved: NONE

208 4. Stevie Bennett: Discussed the 1311 North Pasteur carport complaint and the submission
209 of new material to the HPC.

210

211 There being no further business the meeting was adjourned.

212

213
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215 Tim Thompson, Vice/ Chair (presiding) Ke¥in Robinson, AICP
216 City Planner
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